
 RESTORATION OF DRY FOREST COMMUNITIES PROJECT 

 

USDA Forest Service 

Cherokee National Forest 

Tellico and Ocoee-Hiwassee Ranger Districts 

Monroe, McMinn, and Polk Counties, Tennessee 

 

Opportunity to Object to the draft decision regarding the Restoration of Dry Forest 

Communities Project  

The Tellico and Ocoee-Hiwassee Ranger District of the Cherokee National Forest has 

prepared a Programmatic Environmental Assessment and draft Decision Notice and 

Finding of No Significant Impact for the Restoration of Dry Forest Communities Project. 

The project area is the entire south zone of the Cherokee National Forest. This 

programmatic decision allows for approximately 62,000 acres of white and Virginia pine to 

be treated across the 300,000 acre landscape once a site-specific NEPA analysis and 

decision has been issued.  The proposed project or activity is subject to the pre-decisional 

objection process pursuant to 36 CFR 218 Subparts A and B. 

 

The EA and draft DN/FONSI are available at: 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=55303.  The documents are available for review 

at Tellico Ranger District, 250 Ranger Station Road, Tellico Plains, TN 37385 or Ocoee-

Hiwassee Ranger District, 3171 Hwy 64, Benton, TN 37307.  Additional information can 

be obtained from: Mike Wright, District Ranger, Ocoee-Hiwassee Ranger District, at the 

above address, by phone at (423) 338-3300, and/or by email at mawwright@usda.gov. 

 

How to Object and Timeframe 

The opportunity to object ends 45 days following the date of publication of the legal notice 

in The Advocate & Democrat (Sweetwater, TN) and Polk County News (Benton, TN). The 

publication date of the legal notice in the newspaper of record is the exclusive means for 

calculating the time to file an objection. However, when the time period expires on a 

Saturday, Sunday, or Federal holiday, the time is extended to the end of the next Federal 

working day.  Those wishing to object should not rely upon dates or timeframe information 

provided by any other source.  

  

Objections will be accepted only from those who have previously submitted specific 

written comments regarding the proposed project during scoping or other designated 

opportunity for public comment. Issues raised in objections must be based on previously 

submitted timely, specific written comments regarding the proposed project unless based 

on new information arising after designated comment opportunities §218.8(c).  

 

The objection must contain the minimum content requirements specified in §218.8(d) and 

incorporation of documents by reference is permitted only as provided in §218.8(b).  It is 

the objector’s responsibility to ensure timely filing of a written objection with the 

reviewing officer.  All objections are available for public inspection during and after the 

objection process. 

mailto:mawwright@usda.gov


 

Written objections, including attachments, must be filed with:  JaSal Morris, Forest 

Supervisor, Cherokee National Forest, Attn:  Stephanie Medlin, 2800 Ocoee Street, 

Cleveland, TN, 37312, or by phone at (423) 476-9700.  The office business hours for those 

submitting hand-delivered objections are: 8:00 am to 4:30 pm Monday through Friday, 

excluding holidays.  Electronic objections must be submitted in a format such as an email 

message, Adobe Acrobat (.pdf), plain text (.txt), rich text format (.rtf), or Word (.doc, 

.docx) to: Objections-southern-cherokee@fs.fed.us.   

 

Please state “Dry Communities” in the subject line when providing electronic objections, or 

on the envelope when replying by mail. 

 

 
*     *     *   END OF WHAT IS TO BE PUBLISHED IN THE PAPER  *     *      * 

       

 

Provide Proof of Publication to:    To Be Published: 

        July 10, 2019  

        (The Advocate & Democrat) 

 

        July 11, 2019 

        (Polk County News) 

Lisa Blackmon 

USDA, Forest Service      For one day only 

Cherokee National Forest 

2800 Ocoee Street N. 

Cleveland, TN  37312     Objection Period Ends: 08/26/2019 
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